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1, It was recently proposed to i issue a new regulation covering 
t:ic use of taxicabs either in the form of a directive, instruction, 
or modification cf the Couf id-intiul Fund*- Regulations* The original 
dr-ft covered requirements for submission cf claims in general, and 
tn t n indie Ud specific situations in which taxicabs might be used, 
w-tr*: an element of security was present and those in which the use 
•,,as based largely on expediency. 

2. In a recent conversation with the writer, you indicated 
tn&t wiitre i security factor was present the use of taxicabs would 
be covered by a change in the Confidential Funds B.tsgulaticnB. how- 
ever, ytu consicertd it advisable to obtain an opinion from the 
Comptroller general regarding the use of taxicabs where expediency/ 

?.e.s the. prime consideration. The questions involved related to bao 
use of taxis for: 

a. Travel for urgent fixed appointments j 

i. Tr a nsportatioa of unusually bulky doour.*mts» or 
delicate or cumber seme equipment, regardless of the security 
classification, provided the need was immediate; 

c, Transportation cf employees in the company cf collaborat- 
ing individuals for whom general public transportation would 
be inappropriate because of personal prestige or aims of rp- 
r e ee::. Cation. 

3. after further review of the opinions "of the Comptroller General, 
both published and unpublished, the fiscal Office concurs in ay belief £ \ 
that the Comptroller has already established his acceptance of cl&isaa 
for ths uso of taxicabs in the first two categories indicated above. 

. ^ylf. ' 

4, Tiie bAsic provision applicable to the use of taxicabs whether 
or not the employee ia in a travel status, is contained in paragraph 
11 cf the standardised Government Travel Regulations and provides that 
transportation “will be allowed only when no public or regular means 
of transportation are available or when such. regular means of trans- 
portation cannot be used advantageously in the interest of ths Govem- 
ment, in v.-ich cue© a satisfactory explanation must accompany the ac- 
count” (Our emphasis). In referring to paragraph 8 (a) of the Standard- 
ised Government travel Regulations, which in turn refers to paragraph 

11 above cited, the Comptroller (See opinion of 26 Caap. Gen. 797) 
stated that tho paragraph "dispenses with the nscensity of showing 
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that tha Interest of tbs Government required the uae o t ft taxlo&b rather 
than a chuaper moans of transportation under the conditions n{>ocifi<id, 
but neither that paragraph nor any other provision of law or regulation 
of mulch X am aware, purports to authorise the use of taxlqabs generally* 
While the saving: of time Is one of tlie factors which may be t&lcOH Into 
cunsid* ration in determining whether the use of taxicabs la In tho in- 
terest of the Uovernaent, it cannot be presumed that in every instance 
the Gcnmroffient races e&rily benefits by saving of time or that its in- 
terest mould not as well bo served by the use of slower or cheaper means 
of trims porta ti an." In regard to the general use of taxicabs he states 
that "la the abaer.ee of Bon® statute or regulation to the contrary, the 
general rule necessarily :is that transportation must be by the most 
economical means usually used by the public generally unless it clearly 
is shown taut seme other means of transportation was used primarily in 
the in ter a. at of the Gove nment." A broader general admini strati ve de- 
term 3 nati cn author icing the usi of taxloabs by a particular employee or 
class of employees as a necessity at all times oannot be accepted as proof 
that other cheaper means of transpertation Used by the public generally 
cannot bo used advantageously in the interest of the GoTOrniQKrnt* (See 
2$ Comp. u«n. 3lo). 

fi* In the light of the above cited opinions, as well as others, 
the Comptroller has indicated ft strong reluotanoe to approve specific 
criteria for the use of t&xioabs. While special situations wight bo 
inuic ted in wuiah the use of taxis could be justified, they would be 
nu more than guides, and should be tyubjoot to the gonoir&l condition that 
the "regular groans of transportation cannot be uaed advantageously in 
the interest of tno Government." This would seem to cover the two situa- 
tions Indicated above in CStcgtriCS ft, and b, ill paragraph 2, Actual ex- 
pedience would justify tholr ua®, 

6, The remaining provision regarding the us® of taxicabs purely for 
purpose* of representation ruts not been considered by the Comptroller 
General, one it wculd probably be very difficult to satisfy the Comptroller 
that it was necessary *lb an advantageous us® in the interest of tho Govera- 
s&ont. % believe submission of question is probably unnecessary from 
» practical standpoint. If ii security factor is present, the use la al- 
ready justified by tho change in the Ccnf idential Funds Segulations. If 
there ic no security factor, it woid appear that purposes of representa- 
tion could be satisfied by use of a motor-pool cor when the person was 
accompanied by an employe® of the Agency, by the some token, if a car 
from the motor-pool is not available within a reasonable time and urgency 
is present, then vee believe the use, when the person is accompanied by a 
CIA employee, is already justified under tbs opinions cf the Comptroller 
General i ,dl ceted above. However, if you still believe it would bo pre- 
ferable to submit the question purely on tho basis of representation, I 
shall be pleased to prepare tho nec cat&ry letter to QAO. 



CU : .jubject 
Car one 
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